
  November, 2011                                    Vol. IV, Issue IV 

The Stakeholder 
A quarterly publication of  the Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center 

From the Board Chairman ...  

This time of year we begin to think about all our blessings. We are blessed here in Northwest Oklahoma with a legacy of fortitude, 
bestowed on us by a tough breed of people forged by oppression and unimaginable hardship who would not give up their dreams and 
hopes for a better life. The Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center has the privilege of telling that fascinating story of determined 
pioneers settling the western frontier. Through innovative programming, thought provoking exhibits and intriguing research resources the 
Heritage Center is keeping our pioneer legacy alive, and more and more people are taking interest in the great story we have to share.  
 

The Heritage Centerõs Research Center is home to a growing oral history library; interviews with a variety of people who helped shape 
Northwest Oklahoma into the prosperous region that it is today. Well over 100 of those oral histories are from people who made the 
1893 land run. What a blessing that we still have those first-hand accounts of the largest land run in American History. It brings to mind 
that we have many folks living among us now that have rich stories to tell. I encourage you to have an oral history taken and help the 
Heritage Center keep that legacy going.  
 

We are truly blessed at the Heritage Center to have a great group of committed volunteers that are passionate about their work in 
fulfilling the Centerõs mission. These volunteers are helping in many aspects of the day-to-day operations and are also heavily involved in 
bringing our history to life through tours and programs. Thank you volunteers, we just cannot do without you. There is always room for 
one more, so please come join our team.  
 

Yes, we are blessed beyond measure to live in the Cherokee Strip and to be the keepers of such a rich heritage.  

                                                                                                                                       Lew Ward           

 

2011 é Looking Back at a Great Year!                           



Directorõs Corner... 

The Heritage Center will undergo a significant change 

at the close of this year. Our leader, visionary and 

staunchest supporter, Lew Ward, will be handing the 

gavel of governance over to a new incoming board 

chairman, Dr. David Russell. As we reflect on Lewôs 

years of service beginning with the development of a 

capital campaign in the fall of 2005 to present, no one 

is more responsible for the success of the Heritage 

Center or for the accolades it enjoys today than Lew 

Ward.  Lew, with vice-chairman, Dr. Jerry 

Blankenship by his side, has led our organization 

through some demanding times and countless 

decisions during the building of this facility. He has 

challenged us (and sometimes pushed and prodded) to 

set seemingly unobtainable goals and standards of 

excellence for this project. The outcome is nothing 

short of remarkable é a $10 million capital campaign 

with over 99% collected and a new Smithsonian 

quality facility and exhibits that rival those of any 

major metropolitan area. Thank you, Lew for your 

commitment to this endeavor. The Heritage Center is a 

living legacy of your leadership as we continue to tell 

our fascinating story and inspire future generations.   

 

    Andi Holland  

CSRHC Board Members Curt Roggow, 

Chairman Lew Ward, Dick McKnight, Gary 

Brown, and Daron Rudy take a tour during 

Heritage Center construction. 

New Museum Shop Item  
 
To commemorate the Cherokee Strip 

Regional Heritage Centerõs grand 
opening and first wonderful year, a 

special commemorative Christmas 
ornament has been designed and will be 

available for sale in the Museum Shop 
during the holiday season.  



2011 Board of Directors  
 

Lew Ward  ................................ ........  Chairman  
Dr. Jerry Blankenship  ..............  Vice Chairman  

Daron Rudy  ................................ .....  Secretary  

Dr. David Russell  ...............................  Treasurer  
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Dr. Cheryl Evans  

Molly Helm  
John Martin  

Suzy Meibergen  
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Curt Roggow  

Richard Taylor  
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Regional Advisory Board  
 

Dr. Cheryl Evans  

Sandie Olsen  

David Trojan  

 

Staff  
 

Andrea Holland  ..........................  Director/Editor  
David Kennedy  ................  Curator of Collections  
Aaron Preston  ................................ ......  Archivist  

Cody Jolliff  ...........................  Education Director  
Mike Caffey  ......................  Maintenance Director  
Dana Reese  ...............................  Office Manager  
Dorothy Bourgo  ...............  Collections Assistant  
Mary Jantz  ................  Visitor Services Assistant  
Darlene Pottorf  ..........  Visitor Services Assistant  

Derek Quinn  ..............................  Website Intern  

 

Honorariums 
 

Lew Meibergen in honor of his birthday 

By K. M. Lee 

 

Ron and Marsha Green 

St. Paulôs Lutheran School 
 
 

Memoriams 
 

Philip Clover, Willa Jane Cummins,  

Larry Dalrymple, James Finnegan,  

Robert M. Jernigan, Roger Johnston,  

Kimberly Jones, Max L. Knotts,  

John Richard Morris, Roberta L. Roberts,  

Dennis Smith, Cyril Wagner Jr. 
  

By Lew and Myra Ward 

 

Bette Morgan Lashley 
 

By Dolores McClure and Roberta L. Roberts 

 

 

 

For more information on how you can honor a 

loved one through a memoriam  

or honorarium please call (580) 237-1907. 

We Appreciate Our Volunteers  
 
Every day you will find wonderful, dedicated 
volunteers working in the Heritage Center, 
doing a variety of jobs. Volunteers provide 
tours for visitors, work in the Research 
Center, plan and organize events, help with 
mailings, clean and assist in Collections, greet 
guests, work in the Museum Shop, update our 
website, work during community programs é 
and the list goes on. It takes many hands to 
keep CSRHC running so smoothly.  
 
During the Christmas season we like to take 
time to thank our hard working volunteers by 
hosting an Annual Volunteer Christmas 
Luncheon. This year it will be Monday, 
December 12 at noon. We hope all of our 
volunteers will make plans to join us! 

 
 

 

Weôre trimming our table  

with holiday cheer, 

And youôll brighten our Christmas  

if you can be here! 

 

Monday, December 12th  

12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Fourth Annual 

Volunteer Christmas Luncheon 
 

Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center 

Village Church 

507 S. 4th Street, Enid 

 

R.S.V.P. (580) 237-1907 ext. 221 



 

Start a new family tradition this holiday season - Take a break from the hustle and bustle 

of  holiday shopping and step back in time to a Christmas past. Humphrey Heritage Village will 

be immersed in holiday cheer when Christmas comes to life at the Cherokee Strip Regional 

Heritage Center. Experience Christmas in the Cherokee Outlet as it was over 100 years ago 

with sights, smells and sounds of  the holiday season. Visitors will enjoy holiday food and 

musical entertainment in the Village Church and tours of  the Glidewell home decorated in 

holiday splendor. Children of  all ages can write their letters to Santa at the U.S. Post Office. 

The Schoolmarm at Turkey Creek School will teach visitors how to make an ornament and 
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* Carolers on the grounds 

* Concerts in the Church with Cookies & Cider 

* Make a Holiday Ornament in the School  

* Visit with Santa  

* Tour the Glidewell Home 

* Write a letter to Santa in the Land Office (Post Office) 

* Museum Store Shopping with Holiday Items   

* Lighting of the Tree on the Green 
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Imagine Humphrey Heritage Village transformed into a Victorian Village 

during the month of December with all the sights, smells and sounds of 

Christmas. Imagine a new holiday tradition for our community. Imagine 

bus loads of groups coming throughout the month to tour. Imagine 

carolers, choirs, decorators, ornament makers, musicians, Santaôs 

helpers, cookie bakers and letter takers all needed to pull this off! 

Imagine YOU spending a few hours of your time having fun while 

helping bring Christmas of the past to life for all ages to enjoy. Weekend 

and weekday volunteers are needed. Please call Andi or Cody if you are 

interested in helping with Humphrey Abstract Christmas in the Village. 

Santa will be waiting to hear their Christmas wishes. Guests will also have a chance 

to find that perfect holiday gift at the museum shop.  
 

Christmas in the Village will kick-off  on Sunday, December 4, 2011 from 2 p.m. to 

5:30 p.m. and conclude with the lighting of  the Christmas tree on the Green. The Heritage 

Center will also offer an array of  special holiday activities from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 

December 10 and December 17. Christmas in the Village will attract day trip visitors from 

outside the area and will provide our local community with a unique holiday experience 

throughout the Christmas Season.  Tickets are $3 for adults/Children 12 and under free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sunday, December 4   Saturday, December 10 & 17         
      2:00 to 5:30 p.m.                  1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 



During the process of expanding and renewing the 
Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center, many changes 
were made to the interior of the building. Some of these 
changes required updating aspects to match state building 
and fire codes. During the Fall of 2009, I made a trip to the 
Enid Fire Department Headquarters to discuss these 
matters with the City Fire Marshal. 
 

While at the Fire Department, I was introduced to Chief 
Philip Clover. The conversation ranged from our museum 
to firearms to the old fire engine the department owns (and 
possibilities of exhibiting it). Eventually, it triggered a 
memory he had that the Department still held ledgers and 
papers dating back to the turn of the century. 
 

Excited, he pulled out the ledgers and we took a quick trip 
down memory lane, examining the history of Enid, as 
viewed through the many fire calls made during 70 years, 
various budgets and duty rosters, and bookkeeping records 
from the early part of the century. It became apparent that 
he and I both shared a belief that a better home for these 
records - along with 15 8mm reels of training/documentary 
film - would be the museum that was to open shortly. 
 

Within the week, these materials were delivered to the 
museum and added to the archives, where they are 
currently visible. Along with many photographs of the Enid 
Fire Department taken by the likes of McConkey, Vreeland, 
and Edson, this helps to round out an integral part of the 
history of our community. 
 

From pictures of the assembled firemen in front of the first 

firehouse to images of the Enid Fire Department 

extinguishing fires, saving lives and property, the history of 

our town can be seen. However, it is the pages of these 

documents that tell the tale. This tale could not have been 

told without the vision and assistance of Enid Fire Chief 

Philip Clover. 

Bank Lumber Co fire - April 09 1954   302-306 E Maine   

In Memory of  Enid Fire Chief  Philip Clover 
By David Kennedy 


