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Friday, November 5, we had an exciting preview of 
the exhibits that will be seen at the grand opening this 
spring. Some of our out of town visitors expressed 
surprise and admiration at the quality and content of 
the developing exhibits. 
 
Our motto é Claiming Our Past, Inspiring Our      
Future é emerged as the viewer moved along the     
exhibit path from an older point in time to those more 
recent. One of the exhibits displayed the location of 
the different ethnic groups that settled in the     
Cherokee Strip. This served as a reminder that some 
of our homesteaders came from foreign lands. They 
brought what some called the Immigrantõs Edge, a 
pioneer hardened by previous experience, excited 
about the American Frontier and our manifest       

destiny. They helped form our unique culture, one 
driven by hope for a better tomorrow. 
 
The Atrium welcomes visitors with engraved glass     
etchings of Cherokee Strip scenes. One visitor       
commented, òyou could almost see the wind blow, 
the etchings on the glass were so remarkable.ó 
 
Be assured when we have the grand opening this 
spring, you will have a feeling of pride and             
admiration when you see what Enid has                  
accomplished in the creation of the Cherokee Strip 

Regional Heritage Center. 
 

                                                     Lew Ward  

From the Board Chairmané 



 
So much for òthe best laid planséó  By 
this time, we had planned to be open, to 

be ushering through hundreds of     
awestruck visitors experiencing the   
settling of the Cherokee Strip in a new 

and intriguing way. But, as with most  
construction projects, delays are part of 

the process, and the November grand 
opening was postponed. Our first batch 
of exhibit cases did arrive from Chicago, 

and the slow boat from China finally   
arrived with our exhibit lighting. In just 

the past few weeks an extreme       
transformation from building to        
museum has taken place. Two -thirds of 

the exhibit gallery is nearing completion 
with text panels and murals on the 
walls. Audio and video features are 

bringing the gallery to life with pictures 
and sound, and artifacts are being 

mounted in compelling displays. We   
expect the rest of the exhibit cases to  
arrive by mid -January and we look    

forward to celebrating the Centerõs  
opening with you in the spring.  
 

I have good news and bad news to 

share. First, the good news: Yami     

Marvicsin, our Office Manager is having 

a baby girl. Now the bad news: sheõs 

leaving us. Over the past three years 

Yami has done a wonderful job of    

managing a multitude of tasks and has 

been a tremendous help to me. She is 

truly part of the Heritage Center family 

and will be greatly missed. She and her 

family will be moving to Stillwater with 

her husbandõs job. Yami will have the 

privilege of staying home with their   

children. Congratulations, Yami. We will 

miss you.   

   Andi Holland 

Directorõs Corner... Board and Staff 
 

 
2010 Board of Directors 

Board of Directors 
Lew Ward -Chairman  
Dr. Jerry Blankenship -Vice Chairman  
Gary Brown -Secretary  
Dr. David Russell -Treasurer    
April Danahy     
Kathy Dickson    
Dr. Cheryl Evans     
Dr. Deena Fisher    
Melanie Groendyke  

Molly Helm  
John Martin  

Suzy Meibergen  

Dick McKnight  

Rev. John McLemore  
Curt Roggow  
Daron Rudy  
Richard Taylor  
David Trojan  

 

Regional Advisory Board 
Dr. Cheryl Evans -Chair   
Kaye Bond     
Dr. Deena Fisher   
Sandie Olsen  
David Trojan  
 

Staff 
Andrea Holland -Director/Editor  
David Kennedy -Curator of Collections  
Aaron Preston -Education Director  
Mike Caffey -Maintenance Director  
Dana Reese -Office Manager  
Dorothy Bourgo -Collections Assistant  
Pamela Leavengood -Archival Assistant  
Jeanette Brainard -Turkey Creek School Teacher  

Sheila Brown -Turkey Creek School Teacher  

 
 

 
Donõt forget to check our new website  

for updates and information on future 
events and programs. 

 

www.csrhc.org 



 

Discovery Trunk Program 
Object based education teamed with costumed interpretation and        

delivered directly to your classroom 

 

Teachers:  

Schedule a program today! 

 

          580-237-1907  

             csrhcinfo@okhistory.org 

 

Included in the 1-hour program: 

P.A.S.S. standards curriculum 

Costumed first-person presenter   

Trunk full of hands-on objects 

Question and Answer Time 

Historical Presentation Topics: 

Natural Resources 

1893 Land Run 

Transportation 

Victorian Women 



Images of Our Yesteryears 
Regional  Winter  Picture  From the Heritage Center Archival Collection 

Woodward, OK  

Winter 1938 

Enid 

Looking west on    

Broadway, between post 

office and courthouse 

Enid 

Looking north on          

Independence,  

Youngblood Hotel is now 

the  north building of 

Continental Resources 



This is an exciting time for the Cherokee Strip   

Regional Heritage Center as we look toward the 

grand opening of the museum. It has taken a      

tremendous amount of hard work on the part of the 

board, community leaders, the staff at the      

Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center and the 

Oklahoma Historical Society. Development of this 

new facility has drawn on resources from across the 

Oklahoma Historical Society. Staff in the Research 

Center has helped with advice and information on 

the set-up of the research area. The museums and 

historic sites divisionõs exhibit team including    

designers, carpenters and graphic artists have been 

working on the project for months and in some 

cases years. Staff from the State Museum at the 

History Center has been helping with the            

development of the interactives, and as we      

schedule installation of the artifacts into the new 

casework the curators are dedicating time to assist 

the Enid staff with this task. We need to ensure 

that we continue with the teamwork that has 

brought us so far. Cherokee Strip Regional       

Heritage Center, Inc. brings the community       

contacts, local involvement, and the revenue      

generating ability that is sometimes difficult to 

achieve on the public side. The Oklahoma          

Historical Society brings the professional museum 

expertise and experience. Between the two          

organizations we have achieved a top quality      

facility that we can all be proud of. 

 

As we move forward in planning the future of the 

museum we need a director who has demonstrated 

strong leadership and the ability to work with a 

diverse group of individuals and organizations. We 

found that person with Andi Holland. Andi has 

been working closely in all phases of the museumõs 

development as the president of Cherokee Strip  

Regional Heritage Center, Inc.  Andi has worked 

with the community, the CSRHC board, donors, 

and OHS staff balancing competing priorities and a 

wide variety of complicated tasks. Recently, after 

being approached by the Oklahoma Historical    

Society, Andi agreed to step into the role of director 

of the museum. Many of Andiõs duties will remain 

the same, but now she will have the ability to     

actively develop work plans to complete the        

facilityõs long-range plan and will have an even 

greater ability to tap into available resources from 

the Oklahoma Historical Society and other state       

entities. The two most important skills for a       

museum director are the ability to work with the 

local community and leadership in setting and 

reaching goals. In both of these areas Andi has 

proven her abilities. Andi has worked with a       

variety of nonprofit organizations across the       

country as she relocated many times with her    

husbandõs Air Force assignments. This gives her a 

broad base of experience to draw upon. Andiõs   

husband, David, recently retired from the Air Force 

and they have chosen to make Enid their home. We 

welcome Andi in her new position and look forward 

to great things to come at the Cherokee Strip      

Regional Heritage Center. 

    Kathy Dickson 

   OHS, Director of 

Museums and Historic Sites 

The Heritage Center Welcomes... 

 

Memorials 
 

Artie Britt  

by Lew and Myra Ward 

 

Paul Long  

by Anna Fuchs, 

Karen Springer & 

Galen and Donna Reimer 
 

 

 

Honorariums 

Lew and Myra Ward  

by Leota Frantz 
 

 

 

For more information on how you can        

honor a loved one through a memoriam          

or honorarium please call  

580-237-1907   



From our Friends at the Chautauqua Council... 

Chautauqua Council of Enid will continue its year-long celebration of  ñThe Golden Age of           

Hollywood (1920-1950)ò with a viewing of the movie, ñThe Good Earth,ò filmed in 1937. It starred 

Paul Muni and Luise Rainer and won two Academy Awards. It will be shown Tuesday, December 14 

at 6 p.m. in the Community Meeting Room on the second floor of the Enid Public Library. The movie 

aligns with our Winter Chautauqua event which will be Saturday January 22, 2011, at Northwestern 

Oklahoma University. Karen Vuranch, frequent Chautauqua character scholar in Enid, will present a 

program celebrating the life of Pearl S. Buck. Ms. Buck received the Pulitzer Prize in 1932 for her 

novel, The Good Earth. It was based on  the experiences she had living her childhood and young adult 

life in China during the early decades of the 20th century, a time when Chinese culture was in         

upheaval as the ancient empire crumbled in the face of nationalism and communism. During her life 

Pearl S. Buck was a prolific writer of more than 30 books and in 1938 she became the first American 

woman to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature. The Winter Chautauqua schedule for Saturday,  

January 22, will include workshops at 10:30 a.m. ñStories from a Chinese Villageò and at noon ñHow 

to Collect and Tell Family Stories.ò  The evening presentations will begin at 7 p.m. with Garfield 

Countyôs own Student Chautauquan presenting the winning 2011 performance followed by Karen 

Vuranch portraying Pearl S. Buck.  As always, Chautauqua community events are provided free to the 

public by the generosity of the many friends of Chautauqua.  For more information please call the 

Enid Public Library at 580-234-6313. 
 

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                       John and Laurel Provine 

Dana Reese Joins the Staff... 

We are glad to welcome Dana Reese to the Heritage   

Center team as our new Office Manager. Dana was      

formerly the director of marketing for the Commons    

Retirement Center where she achieved 97% resident     

occupancy for the facility.  She has years of office     

management experience in the medical and non-profit 

sectors, is a skilled computer technician and is bilingual 

in Spanish. Dana is an Air Force brat and enjoyed        

traveling the world with her family. Her parents, Jay and 

Carol Merz, met while her father was at Vance AFB for 

pilot training and the family later returned to Enid to     

retire. Dana has lived and worked in the Enid area since 

that time.  She has three children and two grandchildren.  

Welcome, Dana! 



Plaza Pavers 
The Perfect Gift 

 

Honor your Loved Ones... 

Make your Mark on History... 
(Makes a Great Christmas Gift!) 

 

Deadline: December 15, 2010 

Large Paver: 8x8 $500 

Small Paver: 4x8 $300 

Give Your Loved Ones a Place in History...  

Commemorative Opportunities  
 
Help us preserve our regionôs history and your     

familyôs legacy for generations to come by          

sponsoring an exhibit space or an outdoor pillar. 
 

For other naming opportunities please call 580-237-1907 
 

 

Village Brick Program 
 

$50 Per Brick 

 

Limit: 3 Lines 

12 Spaces Per Line 
 

Honorariums and Memoriams 

 

Donations can be made in the 

amount of your choice and in-

clude: 
Individual or family notification 

Publication in the quarterly newsletter,                

ñThe Stakeholderò 

Tax Deductable 



www.regionalheritagecenter.org 
 

507 S. 4th Street 
Enid, OK 73701 

Phone: (580) 237-1907 
e-mail: csrhcinfo@okhistory.org 

website: www.csrhc.org 
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Despite delays, several crews 

from the Oklahoma Historical 

Society, along with our curator, 

Dave Kennedy have put in numer-

ous hours to get our display cases 

ready. 

A Glimpse at our Exhibition Hall 


