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From the Board Chairman ...

As I'look around at all the new faces teaming up
with the Heritage Center as volunteers I am
pleasantly reminded that it is the people that have
made this project such a success. Now these new
volunteers are joining with those who have been
steadfast throughout the building of this facility,
eager to help tell our inspiring story of the American
Dream. Their enthusiasm is infectious, and that
translates into a fulfilling and enjoyable learning
experience for our guests. Heritage Center
volunteers work in every area of the facility, sharing
their backgrounds, experiences and knowledge with
our staff. They bring new and vibrant ideas to all
departments and programming efforts. I encourage
you to come join this growing group of volunteers.
They are helping tell a fascinating story and doing a
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fine job of it.

Replicas of the Phillips University columns are a beautiful
new addition to the Center Plaza.
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6 he Heritage Cente}
welcomes
Dr. J. Rufus Fears

Thursday, June 2
7:00 p.m.
Montgomery Hall,
KNOC campus in Enid j

Join us for a special evening
with the prestigious Dr. J.
Rufus Fears as he makes a
return engagement to Enid. This presentation is open to
the public free of charge.

Dr. Fears is the David Ross Boyd Professor of Classics
at the University of Oklahoma, where he holds the G.T.
and Libby Blankenship Chair in the History of Liberty.
He also currently serves as David and Ann Brown
Distinguished Fellow of the Oklahoma Council of
Public Affairs. He earned his Ph.D. from Harvard
University. Dr. Fears is an acclaimed teacher and
scholar who has won 25 awards for teaching excellence
including the Medal for Excellence in College and
University Teaching from the Oklahoma Foundation
for Excellence, the University Continuing Education
Association (UCEA) Great Plains Region Award for
Excellence in Teaching, and the UCEA's National
Award for Teaching Excellence.

Dr. Fears currently serves as the CSRHC scholar in
residence. In this capacity he leads the Heritage Center
in a variety of educational programs to teach leadership
principles.

Dr. Fears will be leading the Heritage Center’s third
Academy for Educational Excellence, a four-day
educator’s seminar, to be held May 31-June 3 at
NWOSU, Enid campus. This graduate-level course
provides an opportunity for K-12 teachers to learn how
to apply lessons of leadership across the curriculum at
all levels. This opportunity emphasizes the importance
of learning from leaders of the past to help mold our
country’s future heroes in school systems today.



Director’s Corner...

Since our Grand Opening, April 1, the question of the
day has been “How are things going?” Well, I’'m happy
to report that things are going very well. Comments
from visitors have been extremely positive. To date
over 2,500 have visited the Heritage Center including
24 tour groups. We have had visitors from as far away
as Hungary, England and France. Our membership
program has grown to over 150 members. We have
held 29 events and programs since opening with over
1,634 in attendance, and hosted two celebrations with
five more rentals scheduled for June. Volunteers have
logged over 1,200 service hours. In the Collections and
Archival departments over 220 hours have been spent
processing and caring for artifacts and documents with
15 new items added to our collections. In the Research
Center, seven requests for research have been requested
and completed. In the Gift Shop, books, jewelry and
children’s items are selling well and visitors love the
work of our regional artists. Yes, things are going well,
with many more good things on the way.
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Member Support

The beautiful, new Cherokee Strip Regional
Heritage Center stands because of the support and
vision of a great many people. Thank you for your
generosity. The wonderful story of the largest land
run in history is now presented within an equally
spectacular facility.

You now have the opportunity to join the roll of
members of the Heritage Center and be a continuing
part of sharing our region’s rich heritage. Since
grand opening on April 1, CSRHC has received over
150 memberships!

All member levels receive two personalized
membership cards, free admission to the Heritage
Center for a year, personal invitations to events and
exhibits, as well as member discounts on community
programs.

For more member information please call (580) 237-
1907, ext. 221.

Thank you to Gary and Sheila Brown, Dr. Robert
and Beatrice Simpson, and Dr. David Russell for
being our first 1893 Club Members with their
donations of $1,000.

The Legacy of Cessna in Enid:
100 Years Later

Join CSRHC Archivist, Aaron Preston Saturday,
June 25 at 1:30 p.m. for a presentation marking the
100th Anniversary of Clyde Cessna’s first successful
flight over the
Salt Plains and
his connection to
the Cherokee
Strip.

The talk will be
held in the
Cherokee Strip
Regional Heritage
Center’s Research
Center.
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Join the Hlsiory Explorers for a fun fllled
Frontier Adventure this summer!

collect artifactzs * cattle drive early-day zchool * lawn social with tea
and dancing * land surveying and mapping * fishing and ovtdoor
games * frontier army exploration

JUNE 27 -JULY 1, 2011
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78" CHEROKEE STRIP REGIONAL HERITAGE CENTER
e % "7 i 507 S. 4th Street, Enid, OK 73701
E: ~ For more information - Education Department (580) 237-1907 x227

Cost is $100 for the week and includes snacks, supplies, and a t-shirt!
Time: 8:00 a.m. to noon « Deadline for sign up May 37st.



HAUTAUQU

UNDER THE TENT

It’s All Make Believe: The Golden Age of Hollywood

Enid will host the annual summer Chautauqua Under the Tent for the
18th consecutive year, June 14-18. The program will be filled with
laughter and fun as we embrace “It’s All Make Believe: The Golden
Age of Hollywood.” Explore the early days of movie entertainment
and the influential role the movies had on American society and
culture.

Movie industry characters include:

Tuesday: D.W. Griffith portrayed by Doug Mishler
Wednesday: Louella Parsons portrayed by Karen Vuranch
Thursday: Paul Robeson portrayed by Joseph Bundy
Friday: W.C. Fields portrayed by Hank Fincken

Saturday: Walt Disney portrayed by Bill Worley

As has been the custom in past years, the gates to the Humphrey
Heritage Village will open at 6:00 p.m. A tasty and nutritious variety
of foods from the concession stand in the fellowship hall of the
Humphrey Heritage Village Church will be available from 6:00 p.m.
until 7:15 p.m. An expanded menu has been planned for your
enjoyment.

Talented members of our community will provide entertainment from
6:30 until 7:15 p.m. At 7:30 the evening character presentation will
begin in true Chautauqua fashion: under the tent and with ample time
at the end of the program for questions, first of the character and then
of the scholar.

In addition to the evening performances, workshops will be held daily
in the Church on the grounds at 10:30 a.m. and noon. Many people
find the scholarly workshops as entertaining and informative as the
evening character presentations.

Come explore the more than century old Chautauqua concept that
brought your grandparents and great-grandparents entertainment and
education before the advent of movies, radio, television and the
internet. Chairs will be provided, but feel free to bring your own lawn
chair if you wish. Join the Enid community to celebrate our heritage.
All Chautauqua events are free to the public. See you under the tent!

For more information, please call (580) 551-9792.




2011 Summer Chautauqua Schedule

Tuesday, June 14
10:30 a.m. “Disneyland: The Happiest Place on Earth™............ccccccoiiiiiiiiieennnens Bill Worley
Noon “Radio: The Wave of the Future” ............cccceeevieviieiieniiieieee, Karen Vuranch

Wednesday, June 15
10:30 a.m. “Saga of the African American in Hollywood”...........cccccoiiiiinninns Joseph Bundy
Noon “The Birth of CInema’...........cccoeviiiiieiieeieeeeee e Doug Mishler

Thursday, June 16
10:30 a.m. “Vaudeville Tonight”........cccoiiiiiiii e Hank Fincken
Noon “Walt Disney Tells the Classic Fairy Tale”..........cccccovvviiiienieenienieenen. Bill Worley

Friday, June 17
10:30 am.  “The First Great Film: The First Great Controversy”...........ccccceeueeee. Doug Mishler
Noon “The Influence of Music on the Life and Career .............cccceeeevvennnnn. Joseph Bundy
of Paul Robeson”

Saturday, June 18
10:30 a.m. “HIStOTY OF OSCAI™ ..ottt e Karen Vuranch
Noon “If They Come to Laugh, Why Are So Many Not Even Smiling”..... Hank Fincken




The Campbell Bros. Circus
and the De Barcsy Family

At the turn of the previous century in Drummond, OK, southwest of Enid,

town life was a real circus. The Campbell Bros. Circus was formed by Virg,

Al, Chatlie, and Ed Campbell in 1892 in Galesburg, Ill., and soon swelled to

include as many as 40 railroad cars. By the mid nineteen-oughts, Campbell

Bros. had become the second largest circus in the country next to Ringling

Bros. The circus wintered on EIli st
although many of the performers left during the winter months, others

stayed and made northwest Oklahoma their permanent home. Baroness
Sidonia de Barcsy, the oObearded | ¢
Barcsy, billed as 0The Small est P
were two such performers.

Baroness Sidonia de
Barcsy was a legitimate
e || member of European
Hig‘lgrri’iiiii - s aristocracy. Forced to flee
Hungary due to political
upheaval, she and her family found a home in the circuses of
Europe. Due to their physical attributes, she and her son were
natural fits, and her husband often worked as a strongman. Her
family saved enough to come to America, and worked for the
Ringling Bros. and Campbell Bros. Circus beginning in 1903.
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After the Baronds deat h,
t he show. Born in 1885, | Si d
oLittle Nick, o6 stood only an

birth, and rightful Baron as an adult, he continued to perform
until his retirement in 1937. Usually seen with a cigar, He
reportedly charged a fee for onlookers to watch his trained dog
Snowball smoke a pipe.
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Despite their unique physical characteristics, Oklahomans

welcomed the performers, including the de Barcsy family. Upon arrival to Drummond, with little money, Sidonia
and her son were taken in on credit. Impressed by the generosity of the townspeople, she decided to stay.
According to the Drummond Historical Society, the de Barcsy family may have even built and owned the first
brick home in Drummond, after Sidonia returned from touring,
flush with cash from the summer season.

Other attractions of the Campbell Bros. circus included Tim
Tarver, who, at 80670606, was bil
trapeze artists, animals and clowns. The circus moved from city to
city along the rail lines during the summer, from Perry to Okeene,
and beyond, and the acts lived in the train cars. The Campbell
Bros. last show as a circus took place at Perry, OK in 1919.
Though most of the other performers left Drummond after the
circus closed, Nicu and his mother lived out the remainder of their
lives in the area. Nicu entered a nursing home and died in Enid in
1976 at the age of ninety one. The Baroness Sidonia de Barcsy died
in 1925. To see more circus images like these, or to find images on
any other subject, visit the CSRHC archives!

Little Nick materials: gifts of Shirley Butts and
Mrs. Johnnie Caldwell.



Visiting Author, Dana Bagshaw

The Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center is pleased to welcome Oklahoma
author, Dana Bagshaw for an exclusive book signing on Saturday, June 4 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Heritage Center lobby.

Ms. Bagshaw’s first book, Mama Grace, is based on an original manuscript by the
author’s grandmother, Letha Crossman. It tells the story of her family
homesteading in Oklahoma in the early 1900s: A young woman’s fiber is
toughened when crossing the plains on her own in a wagon with seven children,
making a home for them with their grandfather. The book was selected as an
official project of the Oklahoma Centennial Commission.

Running from Grace is a riveting sequel to Mama Grace. Told from the viewpoint
of her youngest son Victor, the awesome heroine of the Oklahoma frontier this time
emerges as something disturbingly different: a ruthless and fearsome RUNNING FROM
villainess. Victor makes his getaway from the oil town of Ponca City, Oklahoma by |#
joining a Conoco surveying party in the early 1930's. His adventures on the road,
and with the women he attracts, keep Victor preoccupied until everything backfires
in California.

Dana Bagshaw grew up in Fort Smith, Arkansas, attended Phillips University in ‘ .

Enid, Oklahoma and received a bachelor's degree in Fine Arts from San Jose State Ve ?.
University, California where she studied playwriting. She subsequently took i . e Y
employment in Silicon Valley as a technical author/trainer for ten years. She worked 2 - g
as a process analyst and workshop facilitator for consulting firms in the U.K. for ANovel by Dana

another ten years. Dividing her time between the U.S. and the U.K., she now works Baz

full time on her writing.

Coming Soon to the Archives ...

Nearly 50 new rolls of microfilm dating back to .‘Memonams

the land run will arrive in the archives within
the month! In a continuing effort to focus on
regional history, the newspapers, which date
back to the run, come from Garfield,
Woodward, Major, and Grant counties. They

Walter Scheffe, Al Ray, Joe Stafford, M.D.,
Christopher Sanders, Deborah Batson,
Ruth Stafford, George Edwards,

Rise Reinhardt, Eloise Bollenbach,
Kay Farrell, Arthur Long, Elizabeth Oven,

represent the eatly history of such towns as Alice Zaloudek, Earl Hahn, Helen Cleary,
Enid, Woodward, Cleo Springs, Fairview, Phil Lack, Rosalie Hargis, Joe King,
Ames, Ringwood, Deer Creek, Pond Creek, Madge Loomis, James A. Holland,
Jefferson, Lamont, Renfrow, Medford, and William (Bill) Cleary, Lydia Byrtle Gifford,

more. So if you are looking for that hard to James (Wayne) Lagan
tind obituary in your family history, or you are
just curious about
eatly history, the CSRHC archives is the place

to gol!

by Lew and Myra Ward

For more information on how you can honor
a loved one through a memoriam or
honorarium please call (580) 237-1907.

Questions on what counties, papers, towns, or

time periods are represented? Call 237-1907
\ex\t.226 for more information. /
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Summer 20110 Schedule of Events

May 2011
May 31—1June 3

June 2011
Thursday, June 2,
7:00—8:00 p.m.

Saturday, June 4
1:00—3:00 p.m.

June 14-18

Saturday, June 25
1:30 p.m.

June 27—lJuly 1
8:00 a.m. to noon

Academy of Educational
Excellence, NWOSU Enid
campus

Public Lecture, Dr. Rufus Fears
Gantz Center, NOC Enid campus

Book signingd Dana Bagshaw
Heritage Center lobby

Summer Chautauqua
Humphrey Heritage Village

Public Lectured Aaron Preston
AThe Legacy of
100 Years Later

History Explorers Camp
2011 Frontier Adventure
(Deadline for sign up May 31st)

TUESDAYO SATURDAY:

Museum Hours

SUNDAY: 1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.

CLOSED: Mondays, New Year’s Day, Easter
Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day

Admission

$5 Adults

$ 3 Seniors (age 62+)

$13 Family (up to 6)

$3 Students (w/ID),
Military (w/ID),

Cessna Growp Rege(§09 :

0

FREE Children (5 & Under),
CSRHC & OHS Members
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10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.




